March 19, 2018
The Honorable [FULL NAME]
[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE, ZIP]

RE:   Request to Meet with Community Bankers 
Dear Representative/Senator [LAST NAME]:

As a community banker in your district, I am writing to request a meeting with you and your staff to discuss how community banks serve our communities by funding Main Street businesses and using local dollars to help families purchase homes, finance higher education, and build financial security.

In particular, my fellow bankers and I would like to discuss the following community bank priorities for the current Congress:

Community Bank Regulatory Relief. Community banks seek immediate relief from overly prescriptive rules that hamstring community banks in serving their customers and communities. Relief would spur greater lending, economic growth, and job creation.
Bank Secrecy Act Modernization. The Bank Secrecy Act (BSA) must be modernized to more effectively target money laundering and terrorist financing while reducing community bank burden and expense. 
Credit Union Competition. Tax subsidies for the credit union sector are no longer justified. The credit union tax subsidy alone was at $27 billion over 10 years in a recent OMB estimate.

Farm Bill. A new Farm Bill will support prosperity in rural America. The bill should enhance USDA guaranteed loans, preserve crop insurance as a vital risk management tool, and curb the runaway growth and non-mission focus of multi-billion-dollar, government-sponsored Farm Credit System (FCS) lenders.
Housing Finance. Housing finance reform must preserve secondary market access for community bank mortgage lenders. Reform that benefits only Wall Street and the largest lenders would lead to further consolidation of the mortgage industry in the too-big-to-fail banks.
The meeting would be attended by several community bankers from across the district to share their insights and experience.
I will contact your scheduler to confirm receipt of this request and look forward to securing a specific meeting date and time with you or a staff member.

Sincerely,

